
 

 

 

Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes 

Nov. 7th, 2025 11:00am 

Attendance: Darrel Malamisura, Vanessa Godfrey, Kristin Hicks, Vince Mateescu, Betty Nash, 

Amanda Matoushek, Darshana Arachchi, Jack Sheffler, and David Balok. Administration: 

President Martin, Provost Rhonemus, and Ron Shidlemantle-Dean of Students. 

Call to order:  Darrel called the meeting to order at 11:03 am 

Approval of Minutes: Vanessa made a motion to accept the minutes from the previous Senate 

Meeting and Jack Seconded. All were in favor and the minutes were approved. 

Ron’s Comments: Ron was open to questions related to Honors Cottages and the 

Transportation issues for students. We have a crew that has volunteered to drive vans for 

students on Veterans Day. Melissa McGuire is coordinating this. As for the Cottages, Cottage A 

and B are filled post remodeling. Cottages C, D, and F are not open yet. He stated that likely 

they will be filled with students that are at the Quality Inn and do not have vehicles. (we were 

told at the beginning of the semester that only students with cars were placed at the Quality 

Inn).  The priority is to get students out of the Quality Inn because we are losing money by 

having students there. Currently there is not a stated priority for Honors Students to be placed 

in the cottages even when the remodeling is completed. “The Lawyers” stated the Honors 

college contracts were ambiguous as to if the Honors students have the right to the cottages or 

not……. Faculty believe the honors students deserve the right to the cottages before other 

students. The next meeting for Honors Students is scheduled for Dec. 1st at 2pm and Ron was 

asked to attend. Ron suggested that Cynthia also attend because finances are a big role in the 

decisions along with the executive council. Sarita stated she was not included in those 

meetings. But the Honors college goes through her as of recently.  

President’s Comments: The positive things that were highlighted in the BOG meeting on the 

6th, we need to keep them going. He was very pleased with the students that spoke to the 

legislatures on their tour. They were well spoken and great representatives for BSU. “BSU is 

making a difference, we always have and always will.” 

The President was asked as to why Program Directors don’t get to see their Budgets specific to 

their programs. He stated he was not aware that programs do not see their budgets. This is 

absolutely needed for accreditations. Dr. Rhonemus was asked to meet with Cynthia and the 

Deans so this can be lined out better for each department. 



 

 

Provost’s Comments: Student Evaluations of Faculty have changed they will be in your 

MOODLE shell and faculty should be getting an email from Cody Chambers related to uploading 

the evals on their own shells. This should also fix the problem of multiple faculty on one course 

so each faculty will get their feedback. Registration days at the library had some glitches of not 

enough faculty from some schools but it did show an increase in early registered students from 

last year. Sarita welcomes input from faculty related to the event in the library. Faculty prefer 

to meet with their advisees in their own offices. Sarita and the Deans will hash out the process 

for Spring semester. 

Old Business:   The following topics for Old Business have no new updates so they were 

skipped over to cover the New Business items. 

PTR & Distinguished Professor:       Upward evaluations 

Master Schedule and Calendar        Committee updates 

HLC                                             Delays in Financial Aid Processing 

Faculty Emeritus (in handbook)            Hiring Shortages for courses being taught 

Institutional Effectiveness and Research Position        Cutoff Amount for classes, contract timing, 

pay  

MBA Handbook          Enrollment: Reported as 1416; FTE 1166 

Live text and the new system for online courses         Process/Procedure for notifying campus 

when there is a health outbreak on campus 

Students stating coaches are promising to buy books for them        Faculty Right to Drop 

Students from class 

Excused absence list not being communicated effectively            Admissions/ recruiting Policy of                

not recruiting for some departments 

More Detailed Budgets needed for accreditations: This was discussed with the President and 

Provost in his section. Hopefully this will be corrected.  

BOG voting on Strategic Plan                                       Big Blue Bash funds and the Foundation 

 Student Transportation needs on Holidays the BSU does not observe but the City observes- 

This was discussed earlier in the meeting and a plan is in place. 

Request for Data on the number of admins hired this semester as opposed to full- time faculty. 

Athletes and second 8- week courses                                           New Job Posting 

 



 

 

New Business: MBA Waivers- There has not been a definitive answer as of yet for Employees of 

the university receiving waivers for the MBA. Why is this?  

MBA Costs- The costs were printed on pamphlets and given out and then admin. is saying the 

cost is wrong. Also, the amount per credit hour amount that was given does not add up 

correctly to the amount admin states (the flat fee). 

Athletic Rep- The FAR will be Dr. Jamkhandi. In the event that Dr. Jamkhandi moves into an 

administrative position, AD Tucker suggested that a faculty member join in as the assistant FAR 

so there is still faculty representation. NCAA rules will allow for an admin serving as the FAR. 

Oakridge- Dr. Martin will address this in the General Faculty Meeting at 3pm today. 

Honors College and the Cottages- This was discussed at length with Ron Shidlemantle earlier in 

the meeting. 

Tenure for Deans- Discussion as to who can award Tenure for Deans. Or if the faculty have an 

issue with a Dean being named as Tenured without having to prepare a portfolio and go 

through the P & T committee. A dean was promised Tenure status when being named an 

administrator but has not received it. 

Adjournment:  With no further business Kristin made a motion to adjourn and Jack seconded. 

All in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 12:34 pm. 

 

 

 

 


