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What is culture ?

ÅĒTfu!pg!ejtujodujwf!tqjsjuvbm-!nbufsjbm-!
intellectual, and emotional features of 
society or a social group, and that it 
encompasses, in addition to art and 
literature, lifestyles, ways of living 
together, value systems, traditions and 
cfmjfgt/Ē!Cz!VOFTDP

ÅWay of living

ÅCulture is dynamic not static 

ÅNo culture is inferior or superior. 
Period !  
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India: Land of Diversity 
ÅUnity in diversity is the principle of our nationality 

Å22 official languages 

Å7 major religion (Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, 

Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, Parsi) 

ÅBirth of Jainism, Buddhidm, Hinduism and Sikhism 

ÅGeographical diversity

ÅComplex History 

Å1.3 Billion population 

ÅSovereign socialist secular and democratic republic 
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Complex history of India 

Ancient India (2500 BCE- CE 750)
MedievalIndia ( 6th

to 16th century )
ModernIndia (16th

century- 1947)
PostIndependence 
(1947- till date)

ÅIndus valley Civilization (2500 BCE)
ÅVedic Age (1500 BCE- 600 BCE)
ÅAge of Mahajanapadas(BCE 600 to BCE 

300) 
ÅMauryanEmpire
ÅPost Mauryanperiod ( 200 BCE to 300 

CE)
ÅGupta Empire (320 CE to CE 550)
ÅPost Gupta ( up to CE 750) 
ÅSouthIndia (SangamAge- Chola, Chera

and Pandya dynasty )

ÅDelhi Sultanate
ÅMughal Empire
ÅMarathas 
ÅVijayanagar

Empire 
ÅPallavadynasty 
ÅImperial Chola
ÅChalukya
ÅRashtrakuta

ÅSmall States 
ÅArrivalof 

European 
companies 
(Portuguese, 
British, Dutch, 
French etc. )
ÅBritish rule
ÅFreedom struggle

ÅSovereign socialist 
secular and 
democratic 
republic 
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Diversity in Geography 
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South India 

Tamil
Nadu 
(TN)

Kerala 
(KL)

Karnat
aka 
(KA)

Andhra 
Pradesh 

(AP) 

Telangana 
(TL)

Total 
(South 
India)

USA

Population 
(million) 

72 33 61 49 35 247 311

Area (million 
Km2)

0.13 0.038 0.19 0.16 0.11 0.628 9.8

Å Broadly considered as Dravidian culture 

Å Politically divided in to four states based on language

Å Entirely in the peninsular part of India

Å Entirely different cultures  
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Arts & Culture

Visual art
(Architecture, 
painting etc.)

Performing arts
(Music, dance, cinema, 
martial art, animal 

sports etc. )

Miscellaneous 
(Festivals, crafts, 
language, cuisine, 

marriage ceremony 
etc. )
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Architecture

Pancharthasat Mahabalipuram(TN)

Shore temple at Mahabalipuram(TN)

KailasanathTemple (TN)

Religious buildings

VISUAL ARTS
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Sabarimala Temple (KL)

SreeVirupakshaTemple (KA)PadmanabhaswamiTemple (KL)10/03/2021 10



VijayalayaTemple (TN) BrihadeswaraTemple (TN)
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KeshavaTemple, Somnathpur(KA)- HoysalaTemple BadamiCave Temple (KA)- ChalukyaStyle

Mallikarjunaand KashivishwanathaTemples (KA) TirupathiTemple (AP)10/03/2021 12



SanthomeBasilica (TN)
ÅBelieved to house the remains of 

St Thomas (one of the twelve 
apostles of Jesus)

Santa Cruz Cathedral Basilica (KL)
ÅOriginally built by Portuguese

VelankanniChurch (TN)
ÅOne of the most visited 

churches in India 
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Medak Cathedral (TL)
Å One of the biggest in Asia

Thazhathangady Juma Masjid (KL)
Å About 1000 years old, Kerala architecture 

CheramanJumaMosque
Å Believed to be the oldest (629 AD) mosque in 

Indian subcontinent 

ChendamangalamSynagouge(KL)10/03/2021 14



MekkahMasjid, Hyderabad
ÅBricks made of the soil brought from Mecca

Charminar (1591)
ÅOfficial emblem of Telangana
ÅListed as an archaeological and architectural treasure

by Archaeological Survey of India
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Traditional residential buildings

Tamil Nadu

QpuufsĐt!House
Merchant House

Brahmin House Agricultural House10/03/2021 16



Karnataka

ChikmagalurHouse Ilkalweaver's house

Andhra Pradesh

Coastal Andhra house IkatHouse10/03/2021 17



Kerala

Christian House Hindu House North kerala Modern house
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Painting and Sculpture  

Kolam Mural painting Raja Ravi Varma Paintings
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