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My notes... 

 

Mission Statement 

 

“The mission of Bluefield State College is to provide students an affordable, accessible opportunity for 

public higher education. An historically black institution, Bluefield State College prepares students for 

diverse professions, graduate study, informed citizenship, community involvement, and public service in 

an ever-changing global society. The College demonstrates its commitment to the student’s intellectual, 

personal, ethical, and cultural development by providing a dedicated faculty and staff, quality 

educational programs, and strong student support services in a nurturing environment.” 

 

This is our commercial. This is who we say we are... 

 

Have any of you ever met your favorite celebrity, only to be disappointed after you met them? Are we 

our commercial or who we have portrayed ourselves to be, or will people be disappointed when they 

meet us? 

 

Twenty dollar bill - great value even if crumbled up or stepped on. Bluefield State College is of great 

value even if it has been crumbled up and stepped on. This institution is of great value to its students 

(past, present, and future), this community, this state of West Virginia, the United States 🇺🇸, and the 

world. Like the US dollar, Bluefield State College’s impact is not just local, but global. 

 

The Wizard of Oz - lions, and tigers, and bears, oh my. People are not animals and animals are not 

people. Like any good business, they all realize that whatever they’re selling, the product is not the 

actual business they’re in. All businesses are in the people business. We have wonderful people here 

who are intelligent enough to talk to other people about the great value of Bluefield State College. We 

have to let the fragrance of Bluefield State College out. What use is good fragrance bottled up? Our high 

quality of positive language towards each other and about Bluefield State College has to reflect the inner 

passion and motivation of moving this institution to higher heights.  

 

Titanic - one of the great tragedies of the 20th century was the sinking of the Titanic. This huge, gigantic 

ship hit an iceberg and many people died as a result.  

1,503 people total died, including passengers and crew. One of the first lifeboats to leave the Titanic 

carried only 28 people; it could have held 64 people. There were enough life-jackets for all 2,208 people, 

and most everyone was wearing one. Most of the lifeboats were only half filled. They were unwilling to 

turn back and rescue their fellow travelers. 

 

Therefore, our task is challenging, but not impossible. All of us need to turn back and have the attitude 

of creating an atmosphere that attracts people to this great institution. Against all odds, this ship 



(Bluefield State College) has stood the test of time. It has withstood Jim and Jane Crow days, it has 

withstood the Great Depression. It has withstood a bombing and fire of 1968. This institution has been 

here educating our community since 1895. All of us now need to lift BSC up with one voice. In the Bible, 

Ruth and Naomi cried unto God. And the Bible records that they lifted up “their voice” (not voices) and 

wept. But, with one voice, God heard their cry and blessed them. With one voice, God and our 

community needs to hear all of us. With one voice, we need to tell everyone we come in contact with, 

about the standard of excellence and the quality of higher learning that Bluefield State College has to 

offer.  

 

All of us, with one voice, need to be advocates for Bluefield State College.  

With one voice, we need to embrace and be proud of our storied and rich heritage as we continue to 

adjust to the ever-changing future demands of our families and workforce.  

 

When I’m singing a song in harmony, it doesn’t mean that we’re all singing the same note. With this new 

board and all of our collective attitudes and strengths, with one voice our community, state and country 

will be hearing us sing the same positive song about Bluefield State College. This attitude and sentiment 

is reflected in our hymn: 

 

“Once again thy name we raise in accents loud and clear,  

Sing we ever more thy praise Bluefield, our School so dear; 

High upon thy terraced hill we see thee strong and true, and our hearts with courage fill, our school, Old 

Gold and blue. 

 

Upward through the hills we’ll climb while ever lifting thee,  

Thy precepts always in mind honor and loyalty; 

Men may come and men may go and passing through the gate,  

Feel within their hearts aglow for thee dear Bluefield State.” 

 

In the words of the now late great Aretha Franklin, “What you want, baby we’ve got it...all we need is a 

little “RESPECT”! It’s my prayer tonight that everyone leaves with a NEW ATTITUDE towards Bluefield 

State College.  

 

Thank you! 

 


